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PREFACE

Tripuradahana is one of the famous Yamake poems
by the celebrated Pattattu Vasudeva Bhattatiri, a very
gifted Sanskrit poet and grammarian who flourished in
Kerala circa gth century A.D.* Yamaka isa peculiar
literary device of repeating the same combination of letters
in different senses. It is defined as:—

% st aufa @ g |
L SR ceareeees u
(Bavyaprakada Ullasa IX, 6.)

Although modern critics have not much regard
for the peculiar kind of ability displayed in Yamaka
kdvya, it has to be conceded that only poets possessing
extraordinary command of diction can compose such kivya.
And Vasudeva Bhattatiri remains almost without a rival
in this field in Sanskrit literature. The Yudhisthira-
vijaya published as No. 60 in the Kavyamala, is the best

* Vide Mahakavi Ullur's History of Kerala Literature
Vol I. P, 113—120,
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known among his Yamaka AdwyasS. The present work,
Tripuradahana, is also an eminent example of Rhattatiri's
skill in this special field of Yamaka. Tripuradahana
contains three Asndsas and 194 stanzas mostly in Arya
metre.

Yamaka kavya is a hard nut to crack and so the
commentary of such a work is of especial value. The com-
mentary Hrdayagrahini published here for the first time
is by Anavatta Panksjiksa Pisiveti  The name of the

& Vasu Battatiri’'s known Yamaka works are:—

(1) Yudbishtiravijaya (2) ‘Tripuradahana (3) Saurikatha
and (4) Nalodaya. But Vatakkumkur Raja Raja Varma
says that Nalodaya is the work of Ravi Bhattatiri the father
of Vasu Bhattatiri (Keraliya Samskrta Sahitya Caritam I;
p- 161). But in an old commentary of Nalodaya entitled
Kavihrdayadarpana by Srikantha, mention is made of Vasu-
deva as the author.

‘WY WMAE AQEREEEU LI IINIWOGEE T

ArfqaggraniEgrageaaa  wUAEAGgaiqgTAl anfora aaggRei o
‘gfa sEozEgIn  NE0IA 37 ARRAFICAR FEATIITINE
|JY AAE: | NGIARGIEAT Wamuﬁwf% aay am
ADTNZAATE STEGT H15G&T (ATHAT |
MEvTARIAn A1Fosw a0

Ms. No. 1021 of University Manuscripts Library. In this
connection it may also be pointed out that inthe colphons of
several commentaries of Nalodaya available in our Library
and in the Madras Mss. Library, Nalodaya is attributed to
Kalidasa.

Vasudeva's work on grammar is Vasudevavijaya in five
Sargas.

Vasu Bhattatiri belonged to Pattattu Illom at Peruvanam
some eight miles South of Trichur. In Yudhishthiravijaya he
saYys:—

AT T AYIIAIAN: §|F FEAGET TIWAS: |
AZFAQE ARATHATZIAATAITL 0
waafy siag sex swo: Rl squishiowes |
SRS TIAARY AIGEAAAT SN H
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commentator and that of his uncle are mentioned im the
colophons at the end of the three dsnasas.

§ld IUAFTFTH: FAGTAAAAATA O AFHTE
N g AT FyEETaei ... I

Anayattu Karunikara Pisaroti wasa distinguished
scholar and a contemporary of Uddanda Sastri who adorned
the court of Manavikrama, Zamorin of Calicut (Vide History
of Kerala Literature by Ullur Vol.II pp 71-72). Pankajaksa
Pisaroti was Karunakara’s pephew and he may be assigned
to the 1 6th century A.D.

There are five commentaries of Tripuradahana
in our collection, icluding Hrdayagrahini which is the best
among them. Of the remaining four, two are anonimous,via
Prakatika and another commentary which does not even
give its mname. Arthapraki‘ika by Mukkolakkal Nila-
kanthan Namputiri (17th century) and Arthadipini by
Nityanandsyati are the two other commentaries available
here,

There is only one manuscript of this commentary
in this Library, No. L. 150. The manuscript is in good state
of preservation.

In preparing this edition 1 have been assisted by
the Curator Sri.}g-S.Mahideva Sastri, and Pandits Sri. V.G
Nampitiri and Sri A. Rimachapdra Sastri.

University Manuscripts
Library, Trivandrum.
18-12-1956

Suranad Kuiijan Pillai,
HONORARY 'DIRECYOR.
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